DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


WARMINSTER  RURAL 


fficdica!  Officer’s  Report  for  1005. 


Warminster,  January  20,  1906. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


It  is  again  my  duty  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Heal tli  to  your  Council. 

DEATH  RATE. 

From  the  tabular  forms  accompanying  this  Report  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
deaths  of  73  persons  were  registered  in  the  district,  which  gives  the  very  low  death 
rate  of  1 1*2  per  1000,  but  it  is  usual  to  add  the  deaths  of  those  residents  who  have 
died  outside  the  district — in  the  Cottage  Hospital  and  Workhouse  Infirmary — 
which  this  year  numbers  12.  This  will  increase  the  number  of  deaths  to  a  total  of 
85,  which  gives  a  death  rate  of  12’03  per  1000,  the  lowest  rate  I  have  been 
privileged  to  report  since  1898,  and  in  that  year  the  deaths  actually  registered  num¬ 
bered  79  against  the  73  this  year. 


The  ages  of  death  ranged  from  five  hours  to  92  years,  and  the  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  three.  Ten  people  were  registered  as 
over  80  years  of  age,  and  two  exceeded  90  years.  With  regard  to  seasons  there 
were  21  deaths  in  the  first  quarter,  19  in  the  second,  13  in  the  third,  and  20  in  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year.  One  death  occurred  from  Whooping  Cough,  and  four  from 
Phthisis. 


BIRTH  RATE. 


The  births  numbered  116,  equal  to  a  birth  rate  of  18'6  per  1000. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


I  will  now  refer  to  the  presence  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  was  much  below  the  average,  and  in  no 
instance  did  they  take  an  epidemic  form. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Only  12  cases  of  this  disease  occurred,  viz.  :  Four 
at  Stockton  and  Longbridge  Deverill,  and  one  each  at  Sherrington,  Codford, 
Heytesbury,  and  Sutton  Veny. 

DIPHTHERIA. — Five  mild  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  to  me,  four 
of  which  were  in  one  family  at  Tytherington. 


No  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred,  but  five  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified 

to  me. 

INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  district  has  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  result  of  these  inspections 
are  reported  to  the  Council  at  their  monthly  meetings. 

The  cottage  accommodation  is  ample  and  of  fair  quality  for  an  agricultural 
district.  The  population  of  the  district  having  greatly  decreased  of  late  years, 
many  of  the  older  cottages  have  become  unoccupied,  and  in  many  cases  have  been 
pulled  down.  One  cottage  was  reported  by  me  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

The  inspection  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  has  received  my  particular  atten¬ 
tion.  The  cowsheds  are  kept  in  a  much  more  satisfactory  state  than  formerly,  and 
as  far  as  I  can  gather,  every  cowshed,  certainly  in  the  larger  dairies,  is  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  relittered  every  day.  What  I  complain  mostly  of  is  the  dirty  condition 
of  the  approaches  to  the  cowsheds,  caused  bv  the  passing,  day  by  day,  of  the  cows 
backwards  and  forwards  from  pasture  to  sheds  for  milking  purposes,  which  renders 
the  gateways  through  which  they  pass,  except  in  very  dry  weather,  little  better 
than  a  quagmire.  The  dairies  are  very  little  used,  as  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
milk  is  sent  direct  from  the  refrigerator  to  the  consumer.  The  regulations  for  the 
registration  of  dairies  are  very  imperfect.  There  are  a  number  of  small  dairies 
that  only  supply  milk  to  parties  calling  for  it,  consequently  they  do  not  require  to 
be  registered.  I  cannot  myself  see  the  difference  between  selling  milk  at  the 
dairy,  and  carrying  it  round  for  sale,  and  think  that  all  persons  keeping  dairy  cows 
should  be  registered. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  of  water  has  been  ample,  and  I  have  had  very  few  complaints 
of  suspected  contamination.  In  two  cases  in  which  I  examined  samples,  I  found 
one  sample  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  a  leakage  into  the  well,  caused  by  a  de¬ 
fective  soil  pipe.  In  the  other  case  I  was  unable  to  trace  any  actual  pollution. 

The  Works  for  supplying  water  to  Upton  Scudamore  are  almost  completed, 
and  the  progress  of  the  work  has  been  most  satisfactory. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  blacksmiths’  and  carpenters’  shops,  there  are 
only  two  workshops  in  the  district,  but  in  addition  there  are  a  few  flour  mills  most¬ 
ly  driven  by  water  power,  and  employing  very  few  hands.  There  are  a  few  tene¬ 
ments  in  which  dressmaking  is  carried  on  in  a  small  way,  and  glove-making  is  also 
undertaken  in  a  few  of  the  villages.  All  these  have  been  inspected,  as  also  have 
the  slaughterhouses  and  bakehouses  which  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

No  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  public  sewers,  and  the  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  is  that  common  in  most  rural  districts. 

The  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  County 
Council  will  be  found  attached  to  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FREDERICK  I.  FLOWER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Warminster  Rural 

District  Council. 
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